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THEFOURTHASEAN-INDIAMINISTERIALMEETINGONAGRICULTUREAND
FORESTRY

12thJanuary2018,NewDelhi,India

JOINTPRESSSTATEMENT

1. We,theASEANMinistersofAgricultureandForestryandtheUnionMinisterof
AgricultureandFarmers’Welfare,GovernmentofIndia,heldourFourthASEAN-
IndiaMinisterialMeetingonAgricultureandForestry(AIMMAF)on12January
2018 in New Delhi,India.TheMeeting wasCo-chaired byH.E.Mr.Grisada
Boonrach,MinisterofAgricultureandCooperatives,ThailandandH.E.ShriRadha
MohanSingh,UnionMinisterofAgriculture&Farmers’Welfare,Governmentof
India.

2. WeweresatisfiedwiththeprogressmadeintheimplementationoftheASEAN-
IndiaPlanofAction(POA)2011-2015toimplementtheASEAN-IndiaPartnership
forPeace,ProgressandSharedProsperity.Wetaskourseniorofficialsforthe
fullimplementationofthePOA,whichwouldhelpfurtherdeepenandenhancethe
ASEAN-Indiacooperationinfood,agricultureincludinganimalhusbandryand
fisheries,andforestryaswellascontributetowardstheachievementofthepost
2015SustainableDevelopmentGoals,andtherelatedgoalsoftheUN Zero
HungerChallenge.

3. In particular,underthe Action Programme on “Promote Capacity Building,
TechnologyTransfer,andR&D asMutuallyAgreedforGlobalCompetencein
Agriculture”,fourcapacity building activities were implemented during the
2013–2015,on(i)IT ApplicationforAgriculturalExtension(e-Extension),(ii)
Nationalseedqualitycontrolsystem,(iii)Organiccertificationforfruitand
vegetablesand(iv)Conventionalandmoleculartechniquesfordiagnosisoftrans
-boundaryanimaldiseases.WealsonotedthattrainingonBuffaloproduction
using reproductive biotechnology was conducted.We look forward to the
implementation of more capacity building programmes in 2018 on the
Empowerment of ASEAN and Indian women through cooperatives,and
Managingfoodsecurityandpricevolatility.

4.Wesupportedtheprioritizationofjointcollaborativeprojectsintheareasof(i)
Agroforestryinterventionsforlivelihoodopportunities,(ii)Demonstration and
exchange offarm implementand machinery,and (iii)Geneticimprovement
ofparentallinesanddevelopmentofheteroticricehybrids.

5. WenotedtheendorsementoftheMedium Term PlanofActionforASEAN-
IndiaCooperationinAgricultureandForestryfor2016–2020bytheSOM AMAF
and India.In this connection,we underscore the importance ofaddressing
ClimateChangeasitnegativelyimpactsfoodsecurity,andlookforwardto
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cooperation on exchanging expertiseasto promoteenhanced resilienceof
naturalsystems,andimprovetheadaptivecapacitiesofpeopletocopewith
environmentalhazards.

6. Welookforwardtotheimplementationofthe3rdExchangevisitforFarmers
betweenASEANandIndiainordertoprovideopportunitiesforASEANandIndian
farmersandfishers,including youngandwomenfarmers,tolearn and develop
more efficientfarming practices andmanagementskillsthroughinformation
sharing.

7. We agreed to meetagain atthe 5th ASEAN-India MinisterialMeeting on
AgricultureandForestrytobeheldinBruneiDarussalam in2019.

8. WeexpressoursincereappreciationtotheGovernmentandPeopleofIndiafor
thewarm hospitalityandexcellentarrangementsmadefortheMeeting.

TheMeetingwasattendedby:

i. H.E.DatoPadukaSidekAli,HighCommissionerofBruneiDarussalam inNew
Delhi,BruneiDarussalam

ii. H.E.SanVanty,UnderSecretaryofState,MinistryofAgriculture,Forestryand
Fisheries,Cambodia

iii. Dr.SusenoSukoyono,Minister’sAdvisor,MinistryofMarineAffairsandFisheries,
RepublicofIndonesia

iv. H.E.LianeThykeo,MinisterofAgricultureandForestry,LaoPDR

v. H.E.Dato’SriTajuddinbinAbdulRahman,DeputyMinisterofAgricultureand
Agro-basedIndustry,Malaysia

vi. H.E.Dr.AungThu,UnionMinisterofAgriculture,LivestockandIrrigation,the
RepublicoftheUnionofMyanmar

vii. H.E.MariaTeresitaC.Daza,AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiary,New
DelhiPhilippineEmbassy,Philippines

viii. Mr.Lim KokThai,ChiefExecutiveOfficeroftheAgri-FoodandVeterinary
Authority,Singapore

ix. H.E.Mr.GrisadaBoonrach,MinisterofAgricultureandCooperatives,Thailand
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x. H.E.TranThanhNam,DeputyMinisterforAgricultureandRuralDevelopment,
Vietnam

xi. H.E.ShriRadhaMohanSingh,UnionMinisterofAgricultureandFarmers’Welfare,
India

xii. H.E.VongthepArthakaivalvatee,DeputySecretaryGeneralofASEANforSocio-
CulturalCommunity,theASEANSecretariat.


