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Message from the Secretary-General of ASEAN, Dato Lim Jock Hoi
 As ASEAN commemorates 30 years of diplomatic

relations with India this year, I am happy to note
that our relations continue to deepen at every
level. The ASEAN-India partnership has not only
led to greater ASEAN regional and global
engagement, but also the fostering of regional
peace, stability and prosperity. This was
reaffirmed at the 19th ASEAN-India Summit in
November this year, which declared the
establishment of a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership that will strengthen more
multifaceted collaboration for both sides. 

Today, India stands as one of ASEAN’s largest
trade partners and the region’s top 10 foreign
direct investment (FDI) sources. Thanks to
significant achievements in ASEAN-India
economic cooperation, primarily through the
implementation of the ASEAN-India Free Trade
Area, our economic relations remain resilient and
dynamic despite the COVID-19 pandemic. Two-
way trade between ASEAN and India reached 91.5
billion US dollars, increasing by 39.2 per cent
year-on-year while total FDI inflows from India
increased from 0.2 million US dollars in 2020 to 2
billion US dollars in 2021. 
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Meanwhile, trade connectivity between ASEAN
and India is instrumental in sustaining the global
supply chains as well as fostering innovation and
collaboration among our business communities.
Taking on this momentum, ASEAN and India have
recently agreed to undertake a comprehensive
review of the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA) in 2023 to ensure it remains
user-friendly, trade facilitative for businesses,
and more importantly, is responsive towards
emerging challenges. In the tourism sector,
arrival flow from and to India has been on a
steady increase despite a brief disruption related
to the pandemic. Strengthening our cooperation
in the tourism sector, therefore, will be an
important booster for the economic growth of
ASEAN and India.

Amidst new opportunities and challenges
presented by the digital economy and other
emerging trends, ASEAN and India are
collaboratively navigating the domain of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution. Together we are
undertaking steps to create a dynamic
environment for research and development and
digital innovation. Recent initiatives, including
the ASEAN-India Startup Festival, the ASEAN-
India Grassroots Innovation Forum, as well as
training series on information and
communications technology, are commendable

https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day


W W W . I N D M I S S I O N A S E A N . G O V . I N

indianmissiontoasean @indiatoasean Indian Mission to ASEAN 

***

and should be encouraged further. Under political
and security cooperation, both ASEAN and India
have a shared interest in ensuring regional peace,
security, and stability, since these are essential
prerequisites for progress and prosperity. To this
end, India has played a positive role, including
through its active participation in and
contribution to supporting ASEAN Centrality in
the evolving regional architecture, particularly
through ASEAN-led mechanisms, including the
East Asia Summit (EAS) and the ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) Plus. 

Furthermore, the adoption of the ASEAN– India
Joint Statement on Cooperation on the ASEAN
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific for Peace, Stability,
and Prosperity in the Region in 2021 has provided
a solid foundation for both sides to promote
practical cooperation in areas such as maritime,
connectivity, UN Sustainable Development Goals
and economic growth as identified in the ASEAN
Outlook.

The establishment of the ASEAN–India
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership this year
signifies the commitment of both sides to give full
play to new opportunities for growth, while
tackling common challenges. As we look back at
our three decades of friendship and cooperation
with a sense of accomplishment, I am confident
that going forward, ASEAN will continue to work
closely with India on areas of common interests
towards peace, stability and prosperity, and sense
of community between our two regions.

(Courtesy: The ASEAN Special Edition 24/2022)
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Fourth ASEAN-India Workshop on Blue Economy
New Delhi, 15-16 December 2022 

    Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India in partnership with Coordinating Ministry of
Maritime Affairs and Investment, and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Government of Indonesia; in
collaboration with the ASEAN-India Centre (AIC),
Research and Information System for Developing
Countries (RIS), and the National Maritime
Foundation (NMF) jointly organised the 4th
ASEAN-India Workshop on the ‘Blue Economy’ on
the theme “Advancing Partnership for
Sustainability” on 15-16 December, 2022 in New
Delhi.

 The Joint Statement on ASEAN-India
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (adopted on
12 November, 2022 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia)
envisions Blue Economy and Maritime
Cooperation as the key areas for cooperation. 

 Mr. Saurabh Kumar, Secretary (East) addressed
the workshop as India and ASEAN take steps to
enhance Blue Economy cooperation as
Comprehensive Strategic Partners.

 

  In his Keynote address, Secretary (East)
highlighted the importance of sustainable
development, connectivity, Science and
Technology, and safety and security to further
this cooperation.   

  In order to facilitate an in- depth discussion on
the Blue Economy, with the aim of identifying
specific areas where ASEAN and India can
meaningfully cooperate and work together, the
conference held four sessions: 

Session I : Sustainable Exploitation and
Harnessing of Marine Resources
Session II: Combating Marine Debris
Session III: Promoting Coastal and Marine
Tourism
Session IV: Sustainable Maritime Connectivity

  The workshop welcomed the ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and ASEAN’s proactive
initiative to establish an ASEAN Network for
Combatting IUU Fishing (AN-IUU) and the
contribution that the adoption of the Bangkok
Declaration on Combating Marine Debris and the
ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris will
have on efforts in this regard.
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1st Conference on 24-25 November, 2017 in Nha
Trang, Vietnam; co-hosted by India and
Vietnam;
2nd Conference on 18 July, 2018 in New Delhi,
India; co-hosted by India and Vietnam; and,
3rd Conference on 12 September, 2019 in
Bangkok, Thailand; co-hosted by India and
Thailand.

 Discussions also explored useful capacity-building
activities, guest lectures and exchange of visits to
discuss further, specific areas of cooperation in
the context of the Blue Economy between ASEAN
and India, through related agencies such as the
National Maritime Foundation, the Phuket Marine
Biological Center, the ASEAN Center for
Sustainable Development Studies and Dialogue
(ACSDSD) and the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for
Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management
(AHA Centre).

 Previously, three ASEAN-India workshops on Blue
Economy have been held as under:

1.

2.

3.

*****
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ASEAN-India organized 3rd Grassroots Innovation Forum-2022 in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia (19-21 December, 2022): An Innovator from India made the country

proud by winning a competition
 

  Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Govt. of India and the ASEAN Committee on
Science, Technology and Innovation (COSTI) in
partnership with the National Innovation
Foundation (NIF) – India organized the 3rd ASEAN-
India Grassroots Innovation Forum 2022 in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia from 19 to 21 December, 2022.

  The forum consisted of Grassroots Innovation
Competition, Student Innovation Competition,
Panel discussions, Keynote speeches and an
exhibition of innovations consisting of
participants from India and the ASEAN Member
States (AMS). About 100 technologies from 9
countries were on display during the three-day
exhibition. 
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  In his message, Ambassador of India to ASEAN
stated that "when the resources are limited to
meet the needs of the growing population,
innovation plays a vital role in bringing solutions
to local problems. I wish that this event would
boost the inclusive innovation approach at the
grassroots level among the youth of ASEAN and
India that brings affordable, niche solutions for
everyday problems of life, making day to day life
of people in the region easier." 

  The first prize of USD1500 in the Grassroots
Innovation Competition was awarded to Ms
Shalini Kumari from Patna, Bihar (India). She was
first recognized by the National Innovation
Foundation (NIF) – India, an autonomous body of
the Department of Science and Technology (DST), 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
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   On the side-lines of 3rd ASEAN India
Grassroots Innovation forum, a Government to
Government meeting was also held in Cambodia
which included representation from ASEAN
Member States, India and ASEAN Secretariat. 

  H.E. Kitti Settha Pandita Cham Prasidh, Minister
of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation,
Kingdom of Cambodia participated in the
concluding ceremony of the event and expressed
his optimism that the participants would have
learnt from experiences of each other and
congratulated the organizing teams from the
ASEAN Secretariat and the participating
countries and his team at the Ministry of
Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation
(MISTI), Kingdom of Cambodia for a successful
execution of the forum.

  The ASEAN-India Grassroots Innovation forum
is organized annually. The 1st and 2nd forums
were organized in Indonesia (2018) and
Philippines (2019) respectively while there was a
brief pause of two years owing to the pandemic. 

 

Government of India through IGNITE Competition in
the year 2011 for the aforementioned technology
“Modified walker with adjustable legs”. Later, the
technology was transferred to the industry i.e.
Vissco Rehabilitation Aids Pvt. Ltd., a leading
manufacturer of orthopaedic products in the
country, have acquired the rights to manufacture
and distribute the innovative technology & during
August 2022 the patent was also granted (Patent No.
1434/KOL/2011). The technology is already available
for purchase through physical stores and
marketplaces in India. 

   The 2nd and 3rd prize has been won by grassroots
innovators from Philippines and Myanmar
respectively who have won USD 1000 and USD 500
respectively. Altogether, a total of 45 grassroots
innovators have participated and represented 9
nationalities in this competition. 

   The first and second prize in the Student
Innovation competition has been won by
participants from Thailand whereas the third prize
has been won by the student from Lao PDR. A total
of 37 participants have participated, representing 9
countries. 

***
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East Asia Summit Hackathon: Promoting Youth Participation in Combatting Marine
Plastic through the Application of Technology (Jakarta, 16 December, 2022)

 

  India along with Australia and Singapore co-
hosted the EAS (East Asia Summit) Hackathon on
“Combating Marine Plastic” on 13–16 December
2022 in Jakarta, Indonesia. The EAS Hackathon
was officiated by H.E. Will Nankervis, Ambassador
of Australia to ASEAN, H.E. Jayant Khobragade,
Ambassador of India to ASEAN, and Mr. Borg
Tsien Tham, Chargé d'Affaires a.i, Permanent
Mission of the Singapore to ASEAN. Other EAS
Ambassadors and officials, senior officials from
the ASEAN Secretariat, civil society organisations,
and private sector representatives were also in
attendance. 

  Marine plastic pollution is a serious
environmental issue. Plastic waste makes up 80%
of all marine pollution, and between 8 and 14
million metric tons of plastic end up in the ocean
each year. There are about 50-75 trillion pieces of
plastic and microplastics in the ocean, and it is
predicted that plastic will outweigh all fish in the
sea by 2050. This problem has a devastating
impact, not only on marine life and ecosystems
but also on food security and human health.

  Various attempts have been initiated to
overcome this problem, including imposing bans
on single-use plastic, establishing waste
processing banks, and encouraging efforts to
recycle plastic waste. 

  It is expected that the applications developed
through this Hackathon would complement
existing efforts to address this shared challenge.

 This Hackathon followed the successful EAS
Marine Plastic Debris Workshop held on 14‒15
February 2022 which was organized by India in
collaboration with the Asia Foundation (TAF), the
ASEAN Foundation, and Australia’s
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO). Expert inputs were
provided by Singapore’s National Environment
Agency and India’s National Centres for Ocean
Information Services and Coastal Research.

 In his remarks, Ambassador Nankervissaid that
“the problem of marine plastic will not be solved
without the sustained engagement of young
people.” 
 
 “To combat this issue, awareness and extensive
participation from the government, private sector
and society are crucial.” said Ambassador Jayant
Khobragade.

  Mr. Borg Tsien Tham underlined that “a
hackathon like this provides a safe and exciting
space to galvanize our youth to come up with
fresh and creative ideas.”
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  The Hackathon saw the participation of teams
from 13 EAS Participating Countries namely:
Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, India,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. During the Hackathon,
participating teams were mentored by a team of
experts. 

 During the hackathon, youths from EAS
Participating Countries competed to create
innovative digital applications to help in
monitoring marine litter more accurately in hot
spot areas and encourage businesses to minimize
plastic use and recycle.

  Through a competitive evaluation process by a
judging panel composed of technology experts,
marine plastic experts, and entrepreneurs, team
representing Cambodia, Chanrithisak Phok and
Bunnet Phoung, was selected as the first-place
winner of the EAS Hackathon. They have
succeeded in creating customer loyalty-based
application that enable consumers to reduce
plastic use. This application is connected to a
variety of merchants, ranging from culinary to
daily necessities. Consumers, who make
purchases at these merchants without using
plastic, would be able to scan the provided QR
code to get rewards in exchange through the
application.

  The second award and the third award went to
teams representing the Republic of Korea, Gu
Hong Min and To Hong Min, and Malaysia, Hoh Jia
Da and Oscar Ling Fang Jack, respectively.

 
  “We are honored to be the winner and thrilled as
we will have a chance to present our ideas to
important stakeholders. Hopefully, the CSIRO's
incubator program and the network we have built
(during the Hackathon) will help us to develop our
application, and in the end, make an impact on
society and environment,” said Chanrithisak Phok
and Bunnet Phoung, the winning team from
Cambodia. 

   Phok further added that their idea was inspired
by the data they found, one of which is that the
food and beverage business contributes 31% to
plastic waste pollution at sea.

   Besides a regional speaking opportunity, the
first-place winner received a cash prize of $7,000
USD and will participate in the incubator program
at CSIRO’s Plastic Innovation Hub.

  “Engaging the youth is crucial in raising
awareness about marine plastic,” said Dr. Yang
Mee Eng, Executive Director of ASEAN
Foundation.“We believe in the power of youth to
be part of the solution. Looking at the
submissions, I found ground-breaking ideas and
innovations that have great potential to alleviate
the problem. We hope that this Hackathon will
pave the way for research, innovation and greater
public awareness, especially among young
people.”

***
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13th General Conference of the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia
Pacific (8-9 December 2022)

 

  57th Council for Security Cooperation in the
Asia Pacific (CSCAP) Steering Committee
Meeting and 13th General Conference of CSCAP
were organised at the ASEAN Secretariat in
Jakarta from 7-9 December, 2022. Indian
Council of World Affairs(ICWA) represents India
in this forum. The Indian delegation led by
Ambassador Vijay Thakur Singh, Director
General (ICWA), also the Chairperson of CSCAP-
India and comprising Ambassador D. B.
Venkatesh Varma (Retd) and Mr. Soumen
Bagchi, Deputy Director General, ICWA
participated in the event. 

 Opening Speech of the conference was
delivered by H.E. Dato Lim Jock Hoi, the 14th
Secretary General of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The
conference had panel discussions on the
following matters:
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Panel I: Great Power Competition and
Competing Regional Order 
Panel II: ASEAN Centrality and Security
Challenges in the Region
Panel III: Economic Security
Panel IV: Global Health Cooperation: Lessons
from the Pandemic
Panel V: Impact of War in Ukraine to Indo-
Pacific Region
Panel VI: Prospect of the ASEAN Outlook on
Indo-Pacific

   DG, ICWA participated in the panel to discuss
“Prospect of the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-
Pacific” and Amb. Varma participated in the
panel to discuss “ASEAN Centrality and Security
Challenges in the Region”. Ambassador of India,
Jayant N. Khobragade, also participated in these
sessions. 

 

*****
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   It gives me great pleasure to write this message,
representing India as ASEAN’s Comprehensive
Strategic Partner. Since 1992, 30 years down the
lane, the ASEAN has become heart of the Indo-
pacific. No other region probably is as much
discussed, constructively, as Indo-Pacific these
days, not only from the geo-political perspectives
but also from the perspective of the prime mover
of the economic growth for the world. 

  While the world might have started focusing on
this region of late, India has added advantage of
its historical linkages, in the ancient, medieval
and modern history. This is reflected in our
shared values, traditions, languages, texts,
architecture, culture and cuisine. 
  
  The relationship matured in stages – it went
from sectoral dialogue partnership to full
dialogue; then Summit level partnership becoming
Strategic, and now Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. When we talk about India making a
qualitative shift from the Look East to Act East
Policy under the visionary leadership of Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi and
subsequently announcing and synergizing its
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative with that of
ASEAN’s Outlook, it has also done in harmony
with other regional initiatives such as Security
and Growth for All in the Region, popularly known
as SAGAR. While doing so, India has always
recognized and upheld ASEAN centrality in the
evolving regional architecture. India’s External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has described
ASEAN, "the one which always stood tall as a
beacon of regionalism, multilateralism and
globalization”. 

 While India has been expressing itself through
the policy pronouncements, on the ground that is
getting reflected in our increased interaction with
the region. A few facts and figures can illustrate
how ASEAN remains the center of focus for India
both at the level of government and people. 

 

Message from Ambassador of India to ASEAN, Mr. Jayant N Khobragade
 
 
 

Our trade for the last financial year which is, 10%
of India's total trade, (April ’21 to March ’22) has
crossed USD 110 billion. Cumulative FDI into India
from ASEAN since 2000 has been USD 132 billion,
which is 22 per cent of India’s total inbound
investment. Similarly India’s investment into
ASEAN since 2000 has been 21 per cent of India’s
total outbound investment. Around 18 per cent of
India’s outbound tourists visited beautiful ASEAN
countries in 2019. India has a 15 per cent strong
Indian Diaspora in this region, who acts as a
natural bridge between us. We got 8 per cent of
inbound tourists from ASEAN in 2014 and we hope
that this shall only increase. 

 As we have become comprehensive strategic
partner of ASEAN, we look forward to deepen our
ties in five broad areas. Firstly maritime security
including projects under the Joint Statement on
AOIP, disaster management, emergency response;
secondly cyber security, fintech, digital economy;
thirdly sustainable development, renewable
energy, smart cities etc.; fourthly tourism and
people-to-people connectivity; and finally
regional and global issues of common concern. 

 I must also say here that we enjoy excellent
bilateral relations individually with all ASEAN
Member States. 

 I would like to express my deep gratitude to
ASEAN Secretariat under the leadership of
Secretary General of ASEAN Dato Lim Jock Hoi
and the Committee of Permanent Representatives
for making the ASEAN India Friendship Year
successful. Under the ASEAN-India framework, a
lot has happened this year which has been
captured precisely by highly professional and
dedicated team of the ASEAN magazine. I thank
them for bringing a substantial, beautiful and
special issue of ASEAN Magazine. 

Courtesy: The ASEAN Special Edition 24/2022)

***
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ASEAN-India Friendship Year:
Moving Forward Together
(Published by The ASEAN, ASEAN
Secretariat)
30th Anniversary Commemorating
ASEAN-India Friendship (by Sun
Media Singapore)
ASEAN-India: Celebrating 30 Years
of Partnership (by Diplomacy and
Beyond Plus, India)

Since the year 2022 has been
celebrated as ASEAN-India Friendship
Year to commemorate 30th
anniversary of establishment of
partnership with ASEAN, the India
Mission to ASEAN brought out
following three special publications, in
collaboration with the respective
publishing houses, covering events and
activities organized during the year:
 

1.

2.

3.

 

   These magazines may be accessed
on Home Page of the website of the
Mission:
https://indmissionasean.gov.in/

*****
 

Special Publication commemorating 30 years of ASEAN-India Partnership
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